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I became interested in data ethics after moderating a panel session on ethics at the 2019 American 
Statistical Association (ASA) Conference on Statistical Practice. Talks from the panel members and 
remarks from the audience reinforced for me that as statisticians and data scientists we must be 
intentional in our application of ethical guidelines for statistical practice. Throughout our careers, we 
must confront issues such as privileged information, black-box models, biased data, data ownership, 
and more. Our analyses always start with data, so I will focus more on data ethics in this presentation. 
I will begin by providing some real-world examples where ethical concerns arose and will follow this 
with a description of data ethics. I will conclude by describing some global efforts to address the 
ethical issues highlighted in the talk and how we might move forward as ethical data scientists
and statisticians.
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